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57 ABSTRACT 
An automatic bias control for substantially eliminating 
crossover distortion in power amplifiers. The bias cur 
rent is measured in terms of a voltage developed across 
a resistor in series with the output device. This voltage 
is processed by a bias control function consisting of a 
summing circuit, a peak minimum detection circuit, a 
voltage reference and a mixing circuit added to the 
output stage in a controlled feedback loop. Elements of 
these circuits include operational amplifiers. The bias 
control system is compatible with other feedback loops 
in the amplifier so that transient and drift control are 
achieved and no instabilities are introduced. The bias 
control operates in the presence of widely varying high 
level signals. 

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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BEAS CONTROL FOR POWER AMPLFERS 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 332,957, filed Apr. 3, 19 now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to solid state electronic power 

amplifiers in general and in particular to high fidelity 
and precision instrumentation amplifiers that require 
faithful reproduction of analog signals. 

Conventional low distortion power amplifiers, de 
signed to deliver relatively large currents to low impe 
dance loads such as loudspeakers or motors, almost 
universally utilize the push-pull circuit wherein the 
output stages consist of pairs of tubes or transistors. For 
minimum distortion in the output signal in push-pull 
amplifiers the class A mode of operation is used. Unfor 
tunately, when high power push-pull amplifiers are 
operated in class A, they consume too much current 
and are inherently expensive; therefore most quality 
amplifiers operate in the class AB or B mode. These 
modes of operation can cause distortion in the output 
signal in the region where one member of the push-pull 
pair nearly stops conducting, and the other member is 
just starting to conduct, unless proper operating bias is 
applied. Vacuum tubes have been and still are used in 
power stages of quality push-pull amplifiers since they 
can be properly biased easily with resistors or with low 
voltage fixed or adjustable power supplies. In solid state 
amplifiers using power transistors, however, satisfac 
tory biasing methods are more difficult to achieve, cre 
ating a distortion problem, which for all of the amplifi 
ers made to this date, has not been satisfactorily solved. 
This distortion, arising from non-linearities in the out 
put stage because of incorrect biasing, is called cross 
over distortion; it is detectable in instrumentation cir 
cuits and to the trained ear of the audiophile in high 
fidelity amplifiers. 
No matter what biasing scheme is used, it must be 

such that cut-off does not occur and that an idling cur 
rent flows through both output devices in the absence 
of a signal, yet the idling current must not be so high as 
to cause excessive power dissipation in the output stage. 
One of the more familiar bias circuits uses temperature 
feedback from the power stage heat sinks to control 
devices such as diodes, which regulate the bias point of 
the power stage. The aim is to establish a good class A 
operating point for low level output and a smooth tran 
sition to class B for high power output. The thermal 
method, however, has proved to have very slow re 
sponse, drift, and poor overload recovery. 
A more sophisticated method for adjusting the idling 

current through the output stage was introduced by 
Karwoski and Suffern. In this method a resistor is in 
serted into the idling current path and the voltage gen 
erated across this resistor is operated on to develop a 
control voltage proportional to the idling current. This 
method can suffer from difficulty in properly setting the 
voltage derived from the series resistor and from varia 
tion of the proper control bias point when the level of 
the signal being amplified changes. Examples of later 
methods for controlling the bias voltage are found in 
U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,520,323 and 4,728,903. There is often an 
optimum level of idling current for which the crossover 
distortion is a minimum. Deriving a control signal from 
the output signal for setting the proper point for the 
idling current, however, requires measuring the idling 
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2 
current in the presence of the large output signal cur 
tent. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is an improved amplifier design that 
provides the proper operating bias to ensure faithful 
reproduction of analog signals in a push-pull power 
amplifier by applying a novel method of bias control to 
the output stage. The operation of the circuit does not 
depend on characteristics of the output amplifier de 
vices but only on current signals flowing in the output 
circuit. This circuit controls the bias of the output stage. 
Also, critical bias voltages for driver and input stages 
needed for overall undistorted operation of the ampli 
fier are controlled by operational amplifiers in several 
feedback control loops that establish the offset voltages 
needed to null output drift. These loops also regulate 
the stable dc operating point for the driver and output 
stages, and reduce or eliminate turn-on and turn-off 
transients, for example the thumps heard from a con 
ventional audio amplifier constructed without a muting 
relay. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a 
bias control circuit that produces a control voltage 
proportional to the idling bias current of a push-pull 
power amplifier output stage, unaffected by the pres 
ence or absence of the output signal or by temperature 
effects, so as to substantially eliminate crossover distor 
tion. 

It is also an object of this invention that this method 
be applicable to any push-pull output stage configura 
tion whether comprising bi-polar transistors, metal 
oxide semiconductor field effect transistors (MOS 
FET), or vacuum tubes. 
Another object of this invention is to combine a bias 

control function with other feedback loops to control 
offset voltages and currents, thereby providing stable 
dc operating points for the push-pull input and driver 
stages to prevent overall amplifier circuit drift and to 
eliminate amplifier turn-on and turn-off transients. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
circuit design that results in recovery from overloads 
without producing transients in the output and that 
requires no factory pre-adjustments for proper setting 
of the operating bias. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 Block diagram of push-pull power amplifier 
and bias control function with two terminal input. 
FIG. 2 Current paths through a typical output stage. 
FIG. 3 Waveform in both elements of the output 

stage for sine wave input. 
FIG. 4 Waveform resulting from the addition of the 

two waveforms of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 Summing circuit for adding the voltages gen 

erated across each series resistance of the elements in 
the output stage. 

FIG. 6 Minimum peak detection circuit for detecting 
the minimum peak value of the waveform of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 7 Mixing circuit for combining the signal from 

the minimum peak detection circuit with a dc reference 
and applying the combined bias control signal to the 
driver stage. 
FIG. 8 Block diagram of push-pull power amplifier 

and bias control function with four terminal sensing. 
FIG. 9 Block diagram of complete push-pull power 

amplifier with balanced input stage, bias control func 
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tion, bias feedback control loops, and turn-off transient 
control. 
FIG. 10 Schematic circuit diagram of complete push 

pull power amplifier with balanced input stage, bias 
control function, bias feedback loops, and turn-off tran 
sient control. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The solution provided by this invention to the prob 
lem of crossover distortion in class B and class AB 
push-pull power amplifiers results in the substantial 
elimination of crossover distortion. Crossover distor 
tion results when the bias current of the output stage is 
too low or too high; a reasonable value of idling bias 
current I(b) is a few percent of the peak power stage 
signal current. The objective is to regulate I(b) in the 
presence of music or other high level, widely varying 
signals. The control of I(b) is accomplished in this in 
vention by measuring IOb) in terms of a voltage devel 
oped across a series resistance, processing that voltage 
to extract the critical control value and injecting that 
control value back into the circuit in a feedback loop. 
The bias control function consists of a summing circuit, 
a minimum peak detection circuit, a voltage reference 
and a mixing circuit added to the basic power amplifier 
driver and output stages. Additional feedback circuits 
for controlling the dc offset of the input stage and for 
regulating the driver stable bias point have been added 
as well as a turn-off transient control circuit; these will 
discussed separately below. A complete push-pull 
power amplifier with highly stable characteristics and 
distortion free operation results by combining the above 
automatic bias control function and feedback circuits 
with the basic push-pull amplifier circuit. 

Referring now to the drawings, the operation of the 
bias control function will be explained in terms of the 
block diagram of FIG. 1, which shows the driver and 
output stages of a push-pull power amplifier with out 
put current sensing resistors providing a signal that is 
fed into an automatic bias control function and fed back 
to the input of the driver stage. Waveform and circuit 
details are referred to the current flow diagram of FIG. 
2, the waveform illustrations of FIGS. 3 and 4, and the 
circuit details of FIGS. 5 through 7. The current paths 
in a typical push-pull output stage are indicated in FIG. 
2. Note that load currents I(1) and I(2) flow through 
sensing resistors R1 and R2 respectively but idling bias 
current I(b), the current to be controlled, flows only 
from one output device to the other through R1 and R2 
and not through the load. FIG. 3 shows the current 
waveforms for I(1) and I(2) under large sinusoidal sig 
nal conditions and their time relationship to each other. 
The current for which the two driving currents are 
equal is the desired value of idling bias current I(b) and 
is marked by the line through the intersections of cur 
rents I(1) and I(2). To control the bias point I(b), a 
signal must be generated from the output currents 
through R1 and R2, be processed, and then fed back 
into the output stage along with driver input voltages 
Input(1) and Input(2). If one half the sum of I(1) and I(2) 
is plotted, the waveform of FIG. 4 is obtained. It can be 
shown mathematically or by graphical addition that the 
minimum value of the waveform of FIG. 4 is equal to 
I(b), and that the minimum peak value never goes lower 
than I(b). Therefore, regardless of the magnitude of the 
output signal, the minimum peak value of the sum is 
always the same and equal to the desired value of idling 
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4 
bias current. By measuring this minimum peak value of 
the resultant current waveform and comparing it to a dc 
reference, the result can be used to maintain the output 
stage idling bias current at the proper level of I(b). 
These current waveforms are converted to voltage 

wave forms at sensing resistore R1 and R2, so that the 
two waveforms of FIG. 3 can be added by the circuit of 
FIG. 5, the first stage of the bias control function, 
shown as the block labeled summing circuit in FIG. 1. 
Resistors R1 and R2 in FIG. 1 are the same as R1 and 
R2 in FIG. 2. Voltages from R1 and R2 appear at termi 
nals a and b respectively and are applied to the summing 
amplifier through resistors R3 as shown in FIG. 5. Re 
sistors R3 are of equal value, resistors R4 are of equal 
value, and A(1) is a high gain, differential operational 
amplifier having good common-mode rejection. When 
the gain of this stage is properly set, the signal at the 
output of amplifier A(1) will be proportional to the sum 
of the two input signals; for a sinusoidal input, the re 
sulting waveform is shown in FIG. 4. After the summed 
waveform is generated, it is fed to the minimum peak 
detection circuit at point "c' in the block diagram of 
FIG. 1. The minimum peak detection circuit, shown in 
FIG. 6, measures the minimum peak value of the wave 
form of FIG. 4 to produce a dc voltage that tracks the 
bias current I(b) used as the control signal. A small bias 
current, typically 10 microamperes through resistor R5, 
charges capacitor C2 to a positive voltage as high as 
amplifier A(2) will allow. The lowest level of the A(2) 
signal will keep the voltage of capacitor C2 from rising 
above this level, which is proportional to the minimum 
of the summed waveform. The voltage of capacitor C2 
is fed to buffer amplifier A(3), whose output is thus 
proportional to I(b) and can be used for feedback con 
trol. The feedback control signal from A(3) is applied to 
the mixing circuit of FIG. 7 at the input of intergrating 
amplifier A(4) (which typically can have a dc gain of 
100 db) at point "d" in FIG. 1. Also applied to the input 
terminal of A(4) at point 'd' is a dc reference signal of 
about 10 microamps which establishes a reference cur 
rent for the output of amplifier A(3). The output of A(4) 
is applied to the driver stage through a transistor at 
point "e'; this transistor couples the low voltage output 
of A(4) to the relatively high dc level of the driver input 
stage. Overall loop gain of the bias control function 
circuit is high and therefore produces a very stiff I(b) 
control. The performance of the amplifier in the pre 
vention of crossover distortion by the the automatic 
bias control of this invention is essentially free of ther 
mal drifts and will operate over a wide range of operat 
ing power, environmental conditions, and changes in 
component parameters. This thermal stability also al 
lows the amplifier to recover from signal overloads 
high enough to cause clipping without the generation of 
detectable transients. For example, the recovery of the 
overall amplifier from an overload above the clipping 
level shows no memory of the overload event and in the 
case of an audio amplifier is scarcely detectable by even 
the trained ear of the audiophile. An amplifier made 
with this form of bias control therefore can sound as 
though it has a much high power handling capability 
than its normal rating would indicate. 
The automatic bias control function described above 

is for a two-terminal input from the series sensing resis 
tors of the output stage. Without loss of generality a 
minor modification of the automatic bias control func 
tion of the preferred embodiment can be configured to 
accept a four-terminal signal from the output stage as 
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depicted in the block diagram of FIG. 8. In FIG. 8, 
instead of a single differential summing amplifier as 
illustrated in FIG. 5, two differential amplifiers A(1)' 
and A(1)' which can operate at very different circuit 
potentials are used. The sensing voltage from terminals 
a',b' is applied to the input of A(1)', and the sensing 
voltage from terminals a',b' is applied to the input of 
A(1)' so that the signals from the two sensing resistors, 
which are at very different circuit potentials, can be 
processed without interfering with each other. The 
outputs of amplifiers A(1)' and A(1)' are combined into 
a single sum voltage and applied to the peak minimum 
detecting circuit at point 'c' in the same manner as in 
FIG. 5. The sum voltage from the double amplifier 
summing circuit of FIG. 8 is identical with the sum 
voltage from the single amplifier summing circuit of 
FIG. 5. Thus the overall automatic bias control function 
performs identically in both cases. In general, these 
sensing voltages may be taken from points of widely 
different potential; therefore the differential input to the 
summing circuit is chosen to withstand this potential 
difference. Except for the input circuit details allowing 
for any potential difference between the reference sig 
nals, all other aspects of the automatic bias control 
function and operation are identical to the first embodi 
ment described above. 
A third form of the preferred embodiment is illus 

trated in the block diagram of a complete amplifier in 
FIG. 9, wherein the features of the automatic bias con 
trol shown in FIGS. 1 and 8 are combined synergisti 
cally with several other operational amplifier control 
circuits to form an amplifier system with extremely low 
distortion, high overall stability, turn-on, turn-off tran 
sient control, and extremely rapid recovery from signal 
overload. The schematic diagram of the amplifier 
shown in FIG. 9 is displayed in FIG. 10. 
The linearity and balance of the cascode high gain 

differential input circuit of FIG. 10 are facilitated by 
selecting Q1 and Q2 as a matched pair and using resis 
tors of 1% tolerance for R3 and R10. Even with 
matched transistors Q1 and Q2, amplifier A(5) is re 
quired to adjust for any remaining imbalance. The feed 
back loop with A(5) acts to adjust the dc balance of 
input stage Q1 and Q2 by sensing any imbalance in the 
output voltage at the load terminal of the output stage 
and sending a correcting signal to the gate of Q2. The 
output of the amplifier is coupled to the small signal 
push-pull input stage from the load terminal of the out 
put stage to the gate of Q2 through the 30 dB attenuator 
consisting of R19, R18 and C9 to set overall amplifier 
gain and to ensure amplifier stability. Amplifier A(5) 
can overcome imbalances in Q1 and Q2 up to a maxi 
mum of 0.5V and can thus balance the amplifier for up 
to about 0.5 V of dc input. To block larger values of dc 
input, capacitor C1 is connected between the input 
signal and the gate of Q1. 
The feedback loop with A(6) senses the bias condi 

tion at point “G” at the junction of the source returns of 
the first and second input transistors of the push-pull 
driver stage, Q5 and Q8. Point"G" is a floating ground 
point which is tied to circuit ground through resistor 
R27. An RC network consisting of R24 and C17 is also 
connected to the same point to filter out error peaks that 
might occur during signal overloads. The bias error 
signal at point "G" is sensed by A(6) and applied 
through a coupling transistor to the common source 
junction of Q1 and Q2 in the cascode input stage and 
adjusts the drain currents of the input differential pair 
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6 
Q1 and Q2 to set up proper dc conditions in the driver 
stage. The drains of the first and second input transistors 
of the push-pull driver stage are connected to the 
sources of the third and fourth transistors Q6 and Q7 of 
the push-pull driver stage in a cascode arrangement. 
The driver stage is coupled to the push-pull output 
stage transistors Q11 and Q12 through isolating transis 
tors Q9 and Q10. 

Transistors Tr1 and Tr3 are connected across the 
output transistors of the small signal, pushpull input 
stage at the drains of third and fourth transistors Q3 and 
Q4. These transistors conduct only when the output 
from the small aignal, push-pull input stage is high 
enough to overdrive the driver stage and, by clamping 
action, limit the input voltage to the driver stage to 
approximately two volts. Thus, transistors Tr1 and Tr3, 
being connected in crowbar fashion across the output 
transistors of the small signal, push-pull input stage, will 
be driven to saturation if an overload condition occurs, 
and will limit the signal at the input to the driver stage. 
Overdriving the driver stage could disturb the I(b) bias 
current control loop and could cause a large load cur 
rent to appear in the positive 65 V dc supply bus to the 
drivers and input amplifiers. By using MOSFETs 
throughout, good recovery is achieved, since they offer 
no unintentional circuit paths for overload charging to 
form. The action of the feedback loop through A(6), the 
clamping action of transistors Tr1 and Tr3, the use of 
MOSFETs, and the automatic bias control of this in 
vention combine to produce the very rapid overload 
recovery of the amplifier without the generation of 
undesirable transients. 
Turn-on transients are minimized by the negative 

feedback action of A(5) in preventing large excursions 
of the amplifier bias condition from occurring until the 
full operating supply voltage has stabilized. Turn-off 
transients are minimized through the use of pnp transis 
tor Tré, which has the special function of forcing the 
output amplifier stage A(4) in the automatic bias control 
function to run counter to its regular purpose (i.e. to 
hold I(b) fixed) and instead allows it to reduce I(b) 
smoothly to zero; this prevents a turn-off transient or 
"thump' in the output. Thus amplifier A(5) and transis 
tor Tr(6), in conjunction with the automatic bias con 
trol function, reduce turn-on and turn-off transients to 
acceptable levels by controlling biases during these 
periods so that no muting relay is needed, as in many 
amplifiers now in use. 
So far the description of the amplifier to which the 

automatic bias control function of this invention has 
been applied has been limited to the use of MOSFET 
devices. It should be evident to those skilled in the art 
that the principles of the bias control method of this 
invention can be applied as well to a variety of other 
power amplifier devices, such as bipolar transistors or 
vacuum tubes, with proper care taken to establish the 
operating bias appropriate to the chosen device. The 
specific form of MOSFET output stage used for the 
preferred embodiment is the push-pull pairing of two 
n-channel units. However, the control circuit is versa 
tile enough to employ paired p-channel units, a source 
follower arrangement consisting of an n-channel unit 
for Q(1) paired with a p-channel unit for Q(2), or the 
common source arrangement with a p-channel unit for 
Q(1) and an n-channel unit for Q(2). In these cases the 
driver stages must be modified accordingly. The push 
pull pair of n-channel units was chosen for the preferred 
embodiment because of the symmetry provided. Sym 
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metry has been found to be very desirable in minimizing 
distortion that might occur with one n-channel unit and 
one p-channel unit operating in the push-pull mode. In 
the input and driver stages, cascode configurations are 
used to improve linearity and to balance out the com 
mon mode signal that could develop significant second 
harmonic distortion. 

It is recognized that many of the components and 
subcircuits of this invention are in general use in the 
industry but it is believed that the novel automatic bias 
control circuit in combination with the auxilliary cir 
cuits of the A(5) bias balancing feedback loop, the A(6) 
driver bias control loop, and the clamping transistors 
Tr1 and Tr3, results in a high fidelity amplifier without 
crossover distortion, with excellent overload recovery, 
and with turn-on and turn-off transient suppression. As 
such, this amplifier circuit represents an improvement in 
the state of the art that is not presently achieved without 
the combinations set forth in this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An improved push-pull power amplier for opera 
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20 

tion in class AB mode having a feedback loop from the . 
output stage to the input stage for automatic control of 
idling bias current in the output stage, said feedback 
loop comprising: 
means for sensing the output currents in a first and 

second member of the output stage to obtain sens 
ing signals proportional to said currents, 

means for adding said sensing signals to obtain a sum 
signal proportional to the sum of said currents, 

means for measuring the peak minimum value of said 
sum signal, 

means for mixing the peak minimum value of said sum 
signal with a dc reference into a combined signal, 
and 

means for feeding the combined signal back into the 
input stage of said push-pull amplifier so as to con 
trol the bias level of said output stage based on the 
value of said peak minimum value of the sum of the 
output currents, thereby substantially eliminating 
crossover distortion in the output signal. 

2. An improved push-pull power amplier for opera 
tion in class AB mode having a feedback loop for auto 
matic control of idling bias current in the output stage 
so as to substantially eliminate crossover distortion in 
the output signal, comprising: 

a push-pull output stage, 
a push-pull driver stage, 
an output stage current sensing means, 
an automatic bias control feedback loop, 

said automatic bias control feedback loop further 
comprising 
a summing circuit, 
a peak minimum detecting circuit, 
a mixing circuit, 
a dc reference, 

said output stage current sensing means comprising a 
first sensing element connected in series with a first 
member of the push-pull output stage, a second 
sensing element connected in series with a second 
member of the push-pull output stage, said sensing 
elements producing signals proportional to the 
current in each output member respectively, 

means for connecting the signal from the first sensing 
element to a first input of said summing circuit, 

means for connecting the signal from the second 
sensing element to a second input of said summing 
circuit, 
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8 
said summing circuit combining the signals from the 

first and, second sensing elements to produce a 
signal at the output of the summing circuit which is 
proportional to the sum of the signals from said 
sensing elements, 

means for connecting the output signal from said 
summing circuit to the input of said peak minimum 
detecting circuit, 

said peak minimum detecting circuit operating on the 
output voltage from said summing circuit to pro 
duce a signal at the output of the peak minimum 
detecting circuit which is proportional to the mini 
mum peak value of the sum of the output currents 
from the first and second members of said output 
stage, 

means for connecting the output signal of said peak 
minimum detecting circuit to the input of said mix 
ing circuit, 

said mixing circuit combining the output signal of the 
peak minimum detecting circuit with said dc refer 
ence to produce a signal at the output of the mixing 
circuit which is proportional to the combined peak 
minimum detecting circuit output signal and the dc 
reference, 

means for connecting the output signal of the mixing 
circuit to the input of said push-pull driver stage, 
and 

said sensing means, summing circuit, peak minimum 
detecting circuit, mixing circuit and dc reference 
connected in a bias control feedback loop to the 
input of said push-pull driver stage by said connect 
ing means, said feedback loop for controlling the 
idling bias current of said push-pull output stage, 
the control being based on the level of the peak 
minimum of the sum of the currents in said first and 
second members of the output stage so as to main 
tain the idling bias current at the proper level to 
substantially eliminate crossover distortion. 

3. An improved push-pull power amplifier as in claim 
2, wherein: 

said output current sensing means comprises said first 
sensing element connecting said first member of the 
push-pull output stage to an output load terminal, 
said second sensing element connecting said second 
member of the push-pull output stage to said output 
load terminal, said sensing elements producing 
signals proportional to the current in each output 
member respectively, said first and second current 
sensing elements having a common terminal, thus 
forming a two-terminal output current sensing 
means referenced to a common point. 

4. An improved push-pull power amplier as in claim 
2, wherein: 

said output current sensing means comprises said first 
sensing element in series with said first member of 
the push-pull output, said second sensing element 
in series with said second member of the push-pull 
output stage, said sensing elements producing sig 
nals proportional to the current in each output 
member respectively, said first sensing element 
having a first pair of terminals and said second 
sensing element having a second pair of terminals, 
said first and second pair of terminals being sepa 
rated by any convenient circuit potential. 

5. An improved high fidelity, push-pull power ampli 
fier using metal oxide semiconductor field effect transis 
tors (MOSFET) for operation in class AB mode having 
a feedback loop for automatic control of idling bias 
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current in the output stage so as to substantially elimi 
nate crossover distortion in the output signal, said push 
pull power amplifier being further improved by addi 
tionally having voltage clamping and feedback ampli 
fier means cooperating with said automatic bias control 
to limit the effect of input overloads and minimize the 
effects of turn-on and turn-off transients comprising, in 
combination 

a push-pull output stage, 
a push-pull driver stage, 
an output stage current sensing means, 
an automatic bias control feedback loop, 

said automatic bias control feedback loop further 
comprising 
a summing circuit, 
a peak minimum detecting circuit, 
a mixing circuit, 
a dc reference, 

said output current sensing means comprising a first 
sensing element connecting a first member of the 
push-pull output stage to an output load terminal, a 
second sensing element connecting a second mem 
ber of the push-pull output stage to said output load 
terminal, said sensing elements producing signals 
proportional to the current in each output member 
respectively, said first and second current sensing 
elements having a common terminal, thus forming 
a two-terminal output current sensing means refer 
enced to a common point, 

means for connecting the signal from said first sensing 
element to a first input of said summing circuit, 

means for connecting the signal from said second 
sensing element to a second input of said summing 
circuit, 

said summing circuit combining the signals from the 
first and second sensing elements to produce a sum 
signal at the output of the summing circuit which is 
proportional to the sum of said signals, 

means for connecting the sum signals from said sum 
ming circuit to the input of said peak minimum 
detecting circuit, 

said peak minimum detecting circuit operating on the 
sum signal from said summing circuit to produce a 
signal at the output of the peak minimum detecting 
circuit which is proportional to the minimum peak 
value of the sum of the output currents from the 
first and second members of said output stage, 

means for connecting the output signal of said peak 
minimum detecting circuit to the input of said mix 
ing circuit, 

said mixing circuit combining the output signal of the 
peak minimum detecting circuit with said dc refer 
ence to produce a signal at the output of the mixing 
circuit which is proportional to the combined peak 
minimum detecting voltage and the dc reference, 

means for connecting the output of the mixing circuit 
to the input of said push-pull driver stage, 

said sensing means, summing circuit, peak minimum 
detecting circuit, mixing circuit and dc reference 
having operating parameters selected so that when 
connected in a bias control feedback loop to the 
input of said push-pull driver stage by said connect 
ing means, said feedback loop controls the idling 
bias current of said push-pull output stage, the 
control being based on the level of the peak mini 
mum of the sum of the currents in said first and 
second members of the output stage so as to main 
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10 
tain the idling bias current at the proper level to 
substantially eliminate crossover distortion, 

said high fidelity amplifier further comprising 
a small signal push-pull input stage, 
an input capacitor, 
a small signal input stage bias balancing feedback 

loop, 
said small signal push-pull input stage comprising 
a first transistor matched to a second transistor, and 

third and fourth transistors connected to said first 
and second transistors in a cascode configuration 
producing a push-pull output at drains of said third 
and fourth small signal input stage transistors 
which are in turn connected to gates of input tran 
sistors of the push-pull driver stage, 

said input capacitor interposed between the small 
signal input and the gate of said first transistor of 
the small signal push-pull input stage to prevent 
undesirable dc offset in said amplifier bias levels, 

said small signal input stage bias balancing feedback 
loop comprising 

an amplifier means, 
means for connecting the input of said amplifier 
means to the load terminal of the push-pull output 
Stage, 

means for connecting the output of said amplifier 
means to the gate of said second input stage transis 
tor of the small signal input amplifier, thereby 
forming the small signal input stage balancing feed 
back loop for automatically balancing the bias on 
the first and second transistors of said small signal 
push-pull input stage, 

a driver stage bias controlling feedback loop compris 
ing 

an amplifier means, 
means for connecting the input of said amplifier 
means to a floating ground point at a junction of 
source returns of the input transistors of said push 
pull driver stage, 

means for connecting the output of said amplifier 
means to a common source junction of the first and 
second transistors of said small signal input stage, 
thereby forming said driver stage bias controlling 
feedback loop, for maintaining the proper bias for 
said push-pull driver stage, 

a driver stage overload clamping means comprising, 
bipolar transistor means connected in crowbar 

fashion across the third and fourth transistors of 
said small signal push-pull amplifier stage, 

connecting means for connecting said crowbar tran 
sistors to said push-pull driver stage so that exces 
sive output from the small signal push-pull input 
stage will cause said bipolar transistors to clamp 
the output of the small signal amplifier stage 
thereby preventing overloads from appearing at 
the push-pull output stage, 

a turn-off transient suppression means comprising 
a bipolar transistor means, 
means for connecting the collector of said bipolar 

transistor to the input of the mixing circuit of 
said automatic bias control feedback loop, 

said bipolar transistor controlling the rate of decay 
of the push-pull output stage bias to reduce the 
magnitude of turn-off transients when power is 
turned off, and 

said automatic bias control feedback loop, input ca 
pacitor, small signal input stage bias balancing 
feedback loop, driver stage bias controlling feed 
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back loop, driver stage overload clamping means, 
and turn-off suppression means acting singly and 
cooperatively to substantially eliminate crossover 
distortion, stabilize critical operating biases, pre 
vent dc bias offset, reduce turn-off transients, and 
ensure stability and low distortion in the operation 
of said high fidelity amplifier. 

6. An improved high fidelity, push-pull power ampli 
fier as in claim 5 wherein: 

said output current sensing means comprises said first 
sensing element in series with said first member of 
the push-pull output, said second sensing element 
in series with said second member of the push-pull 
output stage, said sensing elements producing sig 
nals proportional to the current in each output 
member respectively, said first sensing element 
having a first pair of terminals and said second 
sensing element having a second pair of terminals, 
said first and second pair of terminals being sepa 
rated by any convenient circuit potential. 

7. A method for improving the operation of a push 
pull power amplier having input and output stages for 
operating in class AB mode comprising the steps: 

sensing the output currents in a first and second mem 
ber of the output stage to obtain signals propor 
tional to said currents, 

adding said signals to obtain a sum signal proportional 
to the sum of said currents, 

measuring the peak minimum value of said sum sig 
nal, 

mixing said peak minimum value with a dc reference 
into a combined signal, and 

feeding the combined signal back into the input stage 
of said push-pull amplifier for controlling the bias 
level of said output stage based on the value of the 
peak minimum value of said sun signal, thereby 
substantially eliminating crossover distortion in the 
output signal. 

8. A method for improving the performance of a 
push-pull power amplifier having input and output 
stages for operation in class AB mode by providing 
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12 
automatic control of idling bias current in the output 
stage comprising the steps:. 

sensing the current in the output stage by connecting 
a first sensing element in series with a first member 
of said push-pull output stage, and connecting a 
second sensing element in series with a second 
member of said push-pull output stage, said sensing 
elements producing sensing signals proportional to 
the current in each output member respectively, 

applying the sensing signal from the first sensing 
element to a first input of a summing circuit, 

applying the sensing signal from the second sensing 
element to a second input of a summing circuit, 

adding said sensing signals in said summing circuit to 
produce a signal at the output of the summing 
circuit which is proportional to the sum of said 
sensing signals, 

applying the sun signal of the summing circuit to a 
peak minimum detecting circuit, 

operating on the sum signal of the summing circuit to 
extract a signal which is proportional to the peak 
minimum value of the sum of the output currents 
from the first and second members of said output 
Stage, 

applying the output signal of the peak minimum de 
tecting circuit to the input of a mixing circuit, 

combining the output signal of the peak minimum 
detecting circuit with a dc reference to produce a 
signal at the output of the mixing circuit which is 
proportional to the combined peak mimimum de 
tecting voltage and the dc reference, 

applying the output of the mixing circuit to the input 
of the push-pull driver stage of the push-pull ampli 
fier, whereby 

connecting said sensing means, summing circuit, peak 
minimum detecting circuit, mixing circuit and dic 
reference between said push-pull output stage and 
said push-pull driver stage forms a feedback loop 
using the peak minimum value of the sum of the 
currents in said first and second members of the 
output stage for controlling the idling bias current 
in said output stage to substantially elimimate 
crossover distortion. 
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