W7AOF — Mrs. A. S. Moody - Killed

Contact With High-Yoltage Plate Lead Takes Life of Well Known Amateur

@ The  night network”——thil world-wide
cobwely o ham stations—alwiys et esting,
alwiys colorful, always dramatic—experi
enced A npple of tragic hotror early’ thas
month when oo of s beloved Hgures,
WIAOF, Mrs. A Skene Moody, 47, of Part
lamd, Orcgon, was elocirocuted ar the con
trols of her transmatier

There have been elecrrocutions betore and
alwayi they hive bronghi shock o the en-
tire Fravernity. It is 30 essy to reach ou
where 3,000 to 3000 vile races chrough the
¢opper bard-cages and sign 30" 1o the sun
shine af life, It 44 all the moie tragic when
the thing s done pecrdentaliy and the eternal

durkness drops s sable wings unexpeciedly

Mr. Moody was a tamiliar personality on
the air. A Leensed radig operator, she had
a sation thet used the world for a play-
geownd.  What gave her posibion in rodio a
doubly inberest was that she was the mother
af rwo radio Operator-——ane in Berkcley and
the other in Mew York with which she chat-
ted daily over her transmatter

William Moody, the oldest son, lives ot
Schenectsdy, ™. Y., Ailfred Moody, the
YOURZESE, i3 & student ar the Undversicy of
Californis.  Both boys hawve radio tramsman-
fers.  The throe-wny conmecr way the chicl
ioy of Mis. Moody's life. All other skeds
gave way before it. When ahe had Tspoken”
her pals, she ook what tme was lefi 9o chat
with other hams in other parts of 1he world
in the pathos of the profession.

On the fatnl aight Mré. Moody was work-
img station WEIFQ, Sydney Walker, in Maon-
treal, Canoda, on ©W. She worked with an
ere on the clock for she had o schedule with
he son, Alfred—one she never missed, She
must have Keyed her amplifier with one cye
on the clock for suddenly she “broke"
Walker

'QRX fr min", she said, "while | swicch
to fone 2

Walker assumed she was hawing soms
trouble with her sect. He swood by for holf an
mowr, bot ahe pever returmed.  Down o
Berkeley, Alfred Moody mood by, wailing
for the cill from his moiher that néver Cime.
He called her several times. There wias no
prawer. There was & repson—the best rea-
son In the world, W7AOF was dead.

Reconstructing the accident alterwiard it
appesred that Mru Moody had taken hold
of an uninsulared clip lead o the modulator
unit 1o remoyve a wite shorung the secondury
of the class B modulation rapsformer whi

wis wied when the stavion was working CW
Her heel was on the ground wire which ran
along the Hoor at thie pount a0 that she fe-
ceived the full impact of 3200 volts between
hand and heel. Desth came mercifully quick

Signe Mok, o meaid b Mis, MDIEI\I}":-
home, found her body o the upstues foom
ol her home, 3438 Northeass Davis sireet,
when she went (0 take the motming mail to
her mistress,  This was about 11 o'dock
Doctors and  ambulances: came then bt
nothing could be done. It was then that the
sad word of what had happened was sent (o
the two prief-stricken sons.

Mrs Moody's passing leaves o hole i West
Cosst amateur redio,  Her voiee was well
known 10 hundeeds of fome operators who
liked to “kid” with her over the aie. Her
intérest in radic began when she became o
student at the Orcpon Insumute of Technology
in order 10 obhtain 2 license and communicate
with ket sons, In 1932 she won her coveted
“eket"—an amateur license. Recently she
passed the Federal requirements for the spe-
cial privilege “class A" license,

Mrs. Moody was born ia Auburm, Calif,
and moved to Portland in 1940, o year afcer
her marriage, She was 3 member of the
Town Club and a direcior of the Girl Scouts.
Her hushand and the two sons survive, Her
friends on the air were legion ood her log
hook was filled with Qﬁﬂt from every part
of the globe

A short time before her death Mri. Moody
wis falking with & station dar Belton, Mo.
This and the Canadian conptact derve o A
the cime of ber desch, although she lay be
side her dead wransminer for several houyrs
hefore she was found.

S0 with sorrow ond deepest regrer we, of
the ham fraternity, list amoag the “'silent
kevs” thar of Mrs. A. Skene Moody of
WTADF

& Tho illurfrafion: show M. AL 5 Moody,
WITADF, of Portland, Oregon, and her
rocaiving and tranimiling equipment. A
wparate relay rack, nol shown in the
photol, war uied for holding the high-
voltage power ecquipmoal with which

vho cama in conbach, cAuLing bt daath,
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Mother Dies

Talking To

Son On Short Wave Radw

——— i —— o —— m_ mman =

BERKELEY., Callf,, O, b
e Alfred Moody, senlor stu-
dent In englneering at the Unl-
versity of California, and his

| mother, Mra. A. Sken Moody, of
Portland, Ore., are amateur short
wave radlo enthusiasts,

Nightly they held conversations
between Moody's (raternily house
here and his mother's home in
Portland.

They used sets Alfred's broth-
or, Willlam, engineer with the
General Eleetric Co., constructed

for them, 20

Every night after dinpner ih
mother and her son would "
Vi TR -y

Fridey oight Alfred
on his mather's wa -

“Hello, Hello, hﬂ‘! 3

monlhor®"

a h;lrnt of 1
dead. All "
station u



